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2053 September 6,1901 

ship 8. Oteri; crew, 35 ; passengers from this port. 3 ; passengers in transit, 
13 ; pieces of baggage disinfected, 9 ; steamship Managua; crew, 16 ; 
passengers from this port, none ; passengers in transit, none ; pieces of 
baggage disinfected, none. August 17, steamship Bergenseren; crew, 
17 ; passengers from this port, none ; passengers in transit, none ; pieces 
of baggage disinfected, none. 

Eespectfully, J. Grey Thomas, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CANADA. 

Inspection of immigrants at Quebec for the two weeks ended August 2£, 1901. 

Quebec, Canada, August 17, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that for the week ended August 17, 
there were inspected 346 immigrants ; passed, 339 ; detained, 7 ; cause 
of detention, debility, 1 ; hernia, 2 ; necrosis of bones of foot, 1 ; preg- 
nancy, 1 ; tinea tonsurans, 1 ; trachoma, 1. 

On August 14 there were inspected at Montreal 5 immigrants ; 
passed, 1 ; detained, 4 ; cause of detention, trachoma, 4. 

Eespectfully, Victor G. Heiser, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Quebec, Canada, August 24, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that for the week ended August 24 
there were inspected 462 immigrants ; passed, 457 ; detained, 5 ; cause 
of detention, chronic otitis media of both ears, 1 ; pregnancy, 1 ; senile 
debility, 2 ; tinea tonsurans, 1. 

During the week there were inspected at Newport, Vt., 2 immigrants ; 
passed, none ; detained, 2 ; cause of detention, debility, 1 ; favus, 1. 
Eespectfully, Victor G. Heiser, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CHINA. 

Reports from Hongkong. 

Hongkong, China, July 22, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of inspection 
work at this station for the week ended July 20, 1901. 

Five steamers were inspected during the week, 326 individuals were 
bathed, and 410 bundles of clothing and bedding were disinfected by 
steam. There was 1 rejection during the week because of fever. 

The plague situation continues to show great improvement, only 12 
cases and 15 deaths having been reported to the sanitary authorities 
during the week. The total cases and deaths due to plague thus far 
this year are, therefore, 1,570 and 1,497, respectively. 

Eespectfully, John W. Kerr, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 
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Hongkong, China, July SO, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of inspection 
work at this station for the week ended July 27, 1901. 

Seven hundred and twenty -seven individuals were bathed during the 
week and 820 bundles of clothing and bedding were disinfected by 
steam. There were 14 rejections, 13 because of fever and 1 because of 
leprosy. The British steamship Gaelic was disinfected with sulphur to 
kill rats. Nineteen cases of plague and 20 deaths were reported to the 
sanitary authorities as occurring in the colnny during the week. The 
total cases and deaths from this disease reported thus far this year are, 
therefore, 1,590 and 1,518, respectively. 

According to the Hongkong Government Gazette the port of Swatow, 

China, has been declared free from any epidemic of plague, and the 

port of Karachi, India, has also been declared free from plague. Three 

cases of enteric fever were reported in this colony during the past week. 

Eespectfully, John "W. Kerr, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon General, 

JJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[No. 118.] 
Further concerning plague in the province of Kwangtung, including Canton. 

Consulate of the United States, 

Canton, China, July S, 1901. 
Sir : In further continuation of my No. 116, concerning the plague 
conditions in this consular district, I have to report the receipt of the 
following communications, which are self-explanatory and have just 
come to hand : 

Kit Yang, China, June 28, 1901. 

Sir : Your note of June 11, concerning information regarding the bubonic plague, 
received. Because of itinerating I have been delayed in writing this letter, yet I hope 
it will not be too late. 

The plague made its first appearance at Swatow about seven years ago, and has since 
then spread in all directions along the coast and inland. Three years ago the large district 
city Chan Yang, 10 miles southwest of Swatow, had a very bad spell. It is said that over 
20,000 persons died in that one city. Swatow no doubt caught the plague from Hong- 
kong. Although Kit Yang is only 35 miles from Swatow, it can not be definitely stated 
that the plague came to this place from Swatow. I am of the opinion that it was 
brought to us from Canton, overland. We have positive proof that the region north of 
Canton and south of this district has been devastated with the plague for the past three 
and four years. Last year this "trail " (as we will call it) made its appearance at Li O 
and Mi O, 20 and 30 miles above Kit Yang — that is, inland. Both towns are situated 
on the southern arm of the Kit Yang River. The dead rats were thrown into the river 
and carried down towards this city. It is no wonder that we at Kit Yang then have 
the plague with us. And the inhabitants of Kit Yang are doing the same thing with 
their rats, and next year no doubt all the towns between Kit Yang and Swatow will 
have the plague — except they refuse to use the river water. Many villages between 
Canton and Li O, 70 miles inland from Swatow, have lost one-third to one-half of their 
inhabitants. When the plague appeared in Kit Yang, I suggested that the roof of every 
plague house be taken off, and rebuilt after six months, but the officials would not 
listen to such a measure. In this benighted country nothing is done, the plague will 
have its run for years to come and many over-populated districts may be thinned out 
considerably. The printed rules to prevent the plague from spreading, which were 
posted all over the city, are totally ignored. I have received word that the district city 
of Hoi Lai, about 35 miles south of Kit Yang, has had an awful visitation this year. 
It is said that only one-fourth of the people are still in the city, one-half having moved 
to other plaees for safety. This city was in tjhe direct line of the "trail." Thus far I 
can only find out that the plague has got inland to the extent of 70 miles, but should 
I get any other facts I will let you have them; The natives of course do not understand 
the very first principles of the cause of the plague. It is considered and believed that 
it is the doings of malignant spirits, hence the other day thousands of men and boys 



